
     

Buchanan Building 
160 Sir Lowry Road 
7925 Cape Town 
+27 21 462 1500 

46 7th Avenue 
Parktown North 
2193 Johannesburg 
+27 11 403 1055 

Prinsengracht 371B 
1016 HK Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 
+31 62 532 1380 

info@stevenson.info 
www.stevenson.info 
 
@stevenson_za 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 PORTIA ZVAVAHERA. 
 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

 

MONOGRAPHS 

 

2022 

Portia Zvavahera. Essay by Meredith A Brown and interview by Allie Biswas. London: David Zwirner 

 

2017 

I’m with You. Essay by Nomaduma Rosa Masilela. Cape Town: Stevenson. PDF 

 

2014 

Wayfinding. Interview by Lerato Bereng. Catalogue 79. Cape Town: Stevenson. ISSUU 

 

 

SELECTED BOOKS AND EXHIBITION CATALOGUES 

 

2024 

Bradley, Fiona. Zvakazarurwa. Texts by Fiona Bradley, Andrew Nairne, Tamar Garb, Sinazo Chiya, Tandazani Dhlakama 

and Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela. Cambridge: Kettle’s Yard and Edinburgh: Fruitmarket  

 

2023 

Godfrey, Mark, and Katy Siegel (eds). Making Their Mark: Art by Women in the Shah Garg Collection. Text by Allie 

Biswas. New York: Gregory R Miller 

 

2022 

59th Venice Biennale: The Milk of Dreams. Venice: La Biennale di Venezia 

Great Women Painters. Texts by Alison M Gingeras and Phaidon editors. London: Phaidon Press. 

 

2021 

Morrill, Rebecca and Simon Hunegs (eds). African Artists from 1882 to Now. London: Phaidon Press 

Delahunty, Gavin (ed). Psychic Wounds: On Art & Trauma. Texts by Carolyn Christov- Bakargiev, Huey Copeland, Gavin 

Delahunty et al. MW Editions/The Warehouse, Dallas.  
 

2018  

9 More Weeks. Interview by Sinazo Chiya. Cape Town:  Stevenson. ISSUU 

Mutumba, Yvette, and Gabi Ngcobo. 10th Berlin Biennale: We don’t need another hero. DISTANZ Verlag, Berlin. 
 

2013  

Chikukwa, Raphael. Dudziro: Interrogating the Visions of Religious Beliefs. Milano: Edizioni Charta Srl 

http://stevenson.basikgroup.com/sites/default/files/Portia%20Zvavahera%20BOOK%2020-29%20singles.pdf
https://issuu.com/stevensonctandjhb/docs/portia_zvavahera_wayfinding_issuu?e=9663888/8925525
https://issuu.com/stevensonctandjhb/docs/9_more_weeks_book_issuu?e=9663888/64447300


 

 

 

SELECTED ARTICLES AND REVIEWS  

 

2025 

Cooper, Neil. ‘Portia Zvavahera Art Review: Digging Deep’. The List, 3 April. LINK 

Vernonica, Simpson. ‘Portia Zvavahera – interview: ‘It’s like I’m speaking with the souls of people, with individuals’. 

Studio International, 19 March. LINK 

Jelena, Sofronijevic. ‘Dreams & Revelations: Portia Zvavahera’s ‘Zvakazarurwa’ at Kettle’s Yard, University of 

Cambridge’. ArtThrob, 11 March. LINK 
Meek, Gemma. ‘Zimbabwean artist Portia Zvavahera’s first Scottish exhibition is a beautiful exploration of dreams – 

and a must-see this March’. Quine, 26 February. LINK 
Jelena, Sofronijevic. ‘In Her Spiritual Art, Portia Zvavahera Paints the Tension between Her Dreamworld and the 

Everyday’. Art in America, 21 February. LINK 
Evans, Jonathan. ‘Art review: Portia Zvavahera: Zvakazarurwa (Kettle’s Yard, Cambridge)’. Church Times, 31 January. 

LINK 

Delalande, Delalande. ‘In Imba Yerumbidzo at the Fondation Louis Vuitton, the Zimbabwean artist  transforms her 

nocturnal visions into a 17-meter-long painting’. ArtThrob, 24 January. LINK 

Leuschner, Maximiliane. ‘Dreaming as artistic practice in 'Zvakazarurwa' by Portia Zvavahera’. Stir World, 3 January. 

LINK 

 
2024 

Williamson, Beth. ‘Portia Zvavahera: Zvakazarurwa’. Studio International, 13 November. LINK 

Abdessamad, Farah. ‘When the Strange Is Familiar and the Familiar Strange: Surrealism Turns 100’. Observer, 9 

November. LINK 

Gray, Susan. ‘Painting the dream’. The Tablet, 7 November. LINK 

Garvey, Anne. ‘Portia Zvavahera At Kettles Yard’. The Cambridge Critique, 7 November. LINK 

Adegboye, Gloria. ‘Portia Zvavahera’s Solo Exhibition, “Imba Yerumbidzo” at the Foundation Louis Vuitton’. Art 

Network Africa., 5 November. LINK 

Sawa, Dale Berning. ‘More than air in the air: Portia Zvavahera's prayer-filled world’. Untitled, 1974 Magazine, 24 

October. LINK 

Armstrong, Felix. ‘Portia Zvavahera: enchanting dream visions’. Varsity, 22 October. LINK 

‘Interview with Portia Zvavahera. Kettle’s Yard, 22 October. VIDEO LINK 

‘Six Standout Works by Women at Art Basel Paris 2024’. Ocula, 16 October. LINK 

‘Brilliant Things to Do This October’. AnOther Mag, 3 October. LINK 

 

2023 

Naidoo, Riason. ‘When paintings are dreams: an interview with Portia Zvavahera’. Africa is a Country, 11 December. 

LINK 

Krynauw, Misha. ‘Each line a reckoning: Portia Zvavahera’s ‘Pane rima rakakomba’’. ArtThrob, 31 July. LINK 

Harris, Gareth. ‘January Book Bag: from Californian counterculture to intimate artist portraits by the likes of Tacita 

Dean’. The Art Newspaper, 10 January. LINK 

 

2022 

Gronlund, Melissa. ‘Venice Biennale's main show 'The Milk of Dreams' highlights great artists often overlooked’. The 

National News, 28 April. LINK  

Herriman, Kat. ‘The Body Creates and Inspires at the 2022 Venice Biennale’. Cultured Mag, 21 April. LINK 

 

2021  

Hine, Willie. ‘Portia Zvavahera’s Spectral Dream Worlds Arrive in New York’. Ocula, 18 September. LINK 
 

2020  

https://list.co.uk/news/46486/portia-zvavahera-art-review-digging-deep
https://www.studiointernational.com/index.php/portia-zvavahera-interview-i-am-speaking-with-the-souls-of-people-zvakazarurwa-fruitmarket-gallery-edinburgh
https://artthrob.co.za/2025/03/11/dreams-revelations-portia-zvavaheras-zvakazarurwa-kettles-yard-at-the-university-of-cambridge/
https://quinemagazine.com/zimbabwean-artist-portia-zvavaheras-first-scottish-exhibition-is-a-beautiful-exploration-of-dreams-and-a-must-see-this-march/
https://www.artnews.com/art-in-america/aia-reviews/portia-zvavahera-spiritual-kettles-yard-fruitmarket-ica-boston-1234732870/
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2025/31-january/books-arts/visual-arts/art-review-portia-zvavahera-zvakazarurwa-kettle-s-yard-cambridge
https://www.artbasel.com/stories/portia-zvavahera-zimbabwean-artist-fondation-louis-vuitton?lang=en
https://www.stirworld.com/see-features-dreaming-as-artistic-practice-in-zvakazarurwa-by-portia-zvavahera
https://www.studiointernational.com/index.php/portia-zvavahera-zvakazarurwa-review-kettles-yard-cambridge
https://observer.com/2024/09/art-surrealism-turns-100-contemporary-art-history/
https://www.thetablet.co.uk/arts/painting-the-dream/
https://www.thecambridgecritique.com/home/2024/11/6/kettles-yard
https://artnetworkafrica.com/portia-zvavaheras-solo-exhibition-imba-yerumbidzo-at-the-foundation-louis-vuitton/
https://daleberningsawa.substack.com/p/more-than-air-in-the-air-portia-zvavaheras
https://www.varsity.co.uk/arts/28387
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=53Aggy4C92Y
https://ocula.com/advisory/perspectives/six-standout-works-by-women-art-basel-paris-2024/
https://www.anothermag.com/design-living/15909/brilliant-things-to-do-this-october-2024-exhibitions-restaurants-films
https://africasacountry.com/2023/12/when-paintings-are-dreams
https://artthrob.co.za/2023/07/31/each-line-a-reckoning-portia-zvavaheras-pane-rima-rakakomba/
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2023/01/10/january-book-bag-from-californian-counterculture-to-intimate-artist-portraits-by-the-likes-of-tacita-dean
https://www.thenationalnews.com/arts-culture/2022/04/28/venice-biennales-main-show-the-milk-of-dreams-highlights-great-artists-often-overlooked/
https://www.culturedmag.com/article/2022/04/21/the-body-creates-and-inspires-at-the-2022-venice-biennale
https://ocula.com/advisory/perspectives/portia-zvavaheras-spectral-dream-worlds-new-york/


Bailey, Stephanie. ‘Portia Zvavahera's Painted Dreams’. Ocula, 22 September. LINK 

Rea, Naomi. ‘Studio Visit: Zimbabwean Artist Portia Zvavahera on Why She Had to Escape to the Mountains to Create 

Her New Show at David Zwirner’. Artnet News, 31 August. LINK 

 

2019  

Joja, Athi Mongezeleli. ‘Portia Zvavahera’. Artforum, September. LINK 

Elizabeth, Marcia. ‘Talitha Cumi’ by Portia Zvavahera: Painting figures of spiritual transcendence’. Bubblegum Club, 30 

May. LINK 

Moloi, Nkgopoleng. 'Sacred shapes, transcendent paint: Portia Zvavahera’s ‘Talitha Cumi’'. ArtThrob, 30 May. LINK 

Hlalethwa, Zaza. 'Portia Zvavahera: In the world — but not of it' Mail and Guardian, 24 May. LINK 

 

2018  

O’Toole, Sean. ‘Portia Zvavahera’. Frieze, 18 January. LINK 

 

2017  

Mabandu, Percy. ‘Clawing at the sublime’. Sunday Times, 15 January. PDF 

Mathabathe, Gontse. ‘Between love and dreams: Portia Zvavahera’s What I See Beyond Feeling’. ArtThrob, 23 January. 

LINK  

 

2016  

Mashabela, Khanya. ‘Celebration and speculation: Koloane, Masamvu and Zvavahera’. ArtThrob, 5 September. LINK 

Sosibo, Kwanele. ‘Zim artists see with spiritual eyes’. Mail & Guardian, 30 November 

 

2015  

Blackman, Matthew. ‘Portia Zvavahera: I Can Feel It in My Eyes’. ArtReview, October. PDF 

Netsayi. ‘Interview – Art: Portia Zvavahera’. Bomb, Winter 2015/2016 

Kuijers, Isabella. ‘Dreams of summer and love’. ArtThrob, 24 August. LINK 

 Fikeni, Lwandile. ‘Of Love and Loss’, City Press, 16 August. PDF 

Jolly, Lucinda. ‘Unique Afro-expressionist style’. Cape Times, 6 August. PDF  

Jamal, Ashraf. ‘Twin exhibitions conjure the depth of feeling love and loss’. Business Day, 31 July. PDF 

Leiman, Layla. ‘Portia Zvavahera Dreams of Exotic Blossoms of Love’. Between 10 and 5, 31 July. PDF 

Farago, Jason. ‘Frieze New York review - navigating the maze of art fair's eccentric fun’. The Guardian, 14 May. LINK 

Colvin, Rob. ‘Painting According to Frieze New York’. Hyperallergic, 15 May. LINK 

 

2014  

‘2014 FNB art prize winner: Portia Zvavahera’. Elle Decoration, 18 August. LINK 

Mabandu, Percy, ‘Wayfinding: Portia Zvavahera’. ArtThrob. LINK 

 

2013  

‘Portia Zvavahera awarded the 2013 Tollman Award’. ArtThrob, 27 September 

https://ocula.com/magazine/insights/portia-zvavaheras-painted-dreams/
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/studio-visit-portia-zvavahera-1904308
https://www.artforum.com/print/reviews/201907/portia-zvavahera-80659
https://bubblegumclub.co.za/art-and-culture/talitha-cumi-by-portia-zvavahera-painting-figures-of-spiritual-transcendence/
https://artthrob.co.za/2019/05/30/sacred-shapes-transcendent-paint-portia-zvavaheres-talitha-cumi/
https://mg.co.za/article/2019-05-24-00-in-the-world-but-not-of-it
https://frieze.com/article/portia-zvavahera
file://///192.168.0.10/Data/Files/MS%20Contemporary/Artists/Portia%20Zvavahera/Press/2017/2017_percy_mabunday_sunday_times_15_jan_1.pdf
http://artthrob.co.za/2017/01/23/between-love-and-dreams-portia-zvavaheras-what-i-see-beyond-feeling/
http://artthrob.co.za/2016/09/05/celebration-and-speculation-koloane-masamvu-and-zvavahera/
http://archive.stevenson.info/artists/zvavahera/articles/2015_matthew_blackman_artreview_october_2015.pdf
http://artthrob.co.za/2015/08/24/dreams-of-love-and-summer-portia-zvavaheras-i-can-feel-it-in-my-eyes/
http://archive.stevenson.info/artists/zvavahera/articles/2015_lwandile_fikeni_citypress_aug_2015.pdf
http://archive.stevenson.info/artists/zvavahera/articles/2015_lucinda_jolly_capetimes_6_aug_2015.pdf
http://archive.stevenson.info/artists/zvavahera/articles/2015_ashraf_jamal_businessday_31_july_2015.pdf
http://10and5.com/2015/07/31/featured-portia-zvavahera-dreams-of-exotic-blossoms-of-love/
http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2015/may/14/frieze-new-york-review-art-fair?CMP=share_btn_tw
http://hyperallergic.com/207433/painting-according-to-frieze-new-york/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Special+Edition+Frieze+Week+NY+Fairs&utm_content=Special+Edition+Frieze+Week+NY+Fairs+CID_ab2ba2455918f32ad61d1b1c18aeef61&utm_source=HyperallergicNewsletter&utm_term=Painting+According+to+Frieze+New+York
http://hyperallergic.com/207433/painting-according-to-frieze-new-york/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Special+Edition+Frieze+Week+NY+Fairs&utm_content=Special+Edition+Frieze+Week+NY+Fairs+CID_ab2ba2455918f32ad61d1b1c18aeef61&utm_source=HyperallergicNewsletter&utm_term=Painting+According+to+Frieze+New+York
http://elledecoration.co.za/portia-zvavahera/
http://artthrob.co.za/2014/08/01/wayfinding/

